
Stick and String Navigation Charts 
 
Polynesian sailors used stick charts to trace the stars and waves. They 
helped them set a course for land. 
 
Starting Point 
Collect sticks, string and found objects. 
Childrens’ charts could be decorative using the patterns of stars or tracing 
their journey to school. 
Bind straight sticks together with thread to form a triangle or a square. 
Using different thread, string, wool etc. to develop the pattern inside the 
frame. 
Thread beads or other symbolic objects on to the thread to show the path of 
the stars or wave direction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stick and String Navigation Charts 
 
Skills 
Knotting, binding, gluing and weaving.   
 
Themes 
Land and Sea 
Pattern and Decoration 
 

 


